
SITE BASE COUNCIL APPROVED  (JAN. 23, 2014) 
 
 
We would like to make a change in the way we honor our high achieving academic students at 
graduation.  Currently we only “single out” or specifically recognize the valedictorian and 
salutatorian.  All students wear a “medal” with a red/white/blue ribbon – this is all graduates and 
does not reflect any specific level of achievement – just graduation and the colors of Conner HS. 
 
We would like to reflect achievement so that all 8 high school semesters are part of the 
composite achievement, as well as honor the many graduates who have excelled for 4 years by 
achieving very high grade point averages, not just limited to the top 2 students in the class, 
particularly now that the difference in grade point averages are miniscule decimal point 
differences 
 
We are going to follow the tradition of most secondary institutions, colleges, and universities and 
recognize high achievement of the top students by celebrating their achievements through 3 
categories or honor – summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude (all based on grade 
point average across all semesters of high school). 
 
Our proposal is to use the cut scores for the GPA listed below (derived from all of their high 
school semesters) to separate the summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude 
students.  These students would be recognized at graduation with the wearing of medallions 
that represent each specific level of honor – the medals themselves will be engraved as summa 
cum laude, magna cum laude, or cum laude, and the ribbons for the medals (which are worn 
around their necks) would be gold ribbons (summa), silver ribbons (magna), and bronze ribbons 
(cum laude).  These are large medals with wide ribbons that are very visible and become an 
obvious point of recognition and honor for these students.  These medallions would replace the 
currently used ones with the red/white/blue ribbons, so those would no longer be worn and the 
only medals being worn by the graduates would be these meaningful ones to signify the top 
academic students.  These medallions would be a very high profile recognition and would, of 
course, be visible in all photos, videos, etc. throughout the graduation experience.  There would 
be an annotation in the graduation program, indicating the meaning / level of achievement 
represented by each color medallion, so everyone would recognize our high achieving honor 
students.   
 
We feel that this level of recognition of many students is a much more desired way to honor our 
academic successes than to simply honor 2 students, as in the past.  It should also be noted 
that we would incur no additional expense with this proposal as the new medallions expense 
would be offset by discontinuing the older ones worn by everyone. 
 
The proposed cut scores for the levels of honor are: 
 
summa cum laude –  Top 5% based on weighted GPA 
magna cum laude – Greater than 5%, less than or equal to Top 10% based on weighted GPA 
cum laude -  Greater than 10%, less than or equal to Top 15% based on weighted GPA 
 
 
 
 


